NEWS RELEASE

Department of Communications and Community Outreach
6901 Charles Street Towson, MD 21204
443.809.5908 (English) 443.809.1250 (Espafiol) www.bcps.org

FOR RELEASE: January 30, 2024 BCPS press releases are available online

Awards announced for Team BCPS Day participants

Students, staff, and supporters turned Baltimore County into a sea of
blue!

Towson, MD — Team BCPS Day 2024 on Thursday, January 11, was a “blue-tiful” day. Across the county,
students, staff, and supporters of Baltimore County Public Schools wore blue and posted nearly 170
photos on social media using hashtag #BCPSblue.

As it does each year, BCPS selects some of the images and videos posted on Team BCPS Day to honor
with award certificates for their creativity and spirit. The following awards have been announced for
Team BCPS Day 2024

First to Use the #BCPSblue Hashtag on January 11
Kevin Jennings, principal, Rossville Elementary School

Best Alumni Pride
Staff from Sandy Plains Elementary School, including graduates of Dundalk, Eastern Technical, Hereford,
Owings Mills, Parkville, Patapsco, and Perry Hall high schools

Best Blue Book Display
The Battle of the Books Club at Martin Boulevard Elementary School created blue book displays
throughout the school’s library media center

Best Blue Headpiece
Lakecia Hines, community school facilitator, Glyndon Elementary School

Best Blue on the Beat
Dogwood Elementary School Grade 1 students in Devin Mercer’s music class

Best Blue Volunteer
Tie: Ms. Brewster of Charlesmont Elementary School, and
Ms. Noreen of Riverview Elementary School

Best Community Service Message


https://www.bcps.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2828&pageId=66781583
https://twitter.com/KJenningsJr/status/1745311549227516343
https://twitter.com/SPEagles_Lib/status/1745550945595896138
https://twitter.com/MrsTaylor_5/status/1745483426558321036
https://twitter.com/hines_lakecia/status/1745476460989596048
https://twitter.com/MrPenn31/status/1745539359011492081
https://twitter.com/MariaHenry22/status/1745498666943512925
https://twitter.com/sarabennettcsf/status/1745474566187557229

Gus Franklin, member of pupil personnel worker Howard Franklin’s family, was featured in a post
promoting school attendance.

Best Furry Friend
Lillie, family member of Jill Rosenthal, school social worker, The Chatsworth School

Best “Get in Formation”
Young Men of Honor at Sudbrook Magnet Middle School

Best Head-to-Toe Blue
Gary Braham, science teacher, Lansdowne High School

Best Large Group Photo
West Towson Elementary School

Best Multigenerational Blue
Cathy Phillips Walrod and family, three generations of BCPS students, alumni, and staff

Best Siblings in Blue
The children of Megan Gorkiewicz. They attend Sparks Elementary School, and Gorkiewicz is a social
emotional learning teacher at Parkville High School.

Best True-Blue Accessory

Tie: Alicia Fales, supervisor of school to career transition in Career and Technical Education and graduate
of Kenwood High School, and

Mandy Shanks, principal, Dumbarton Middle School and graduate of Overlea High School

Best True-Blue Business Partner
First Financial Federal Credit Union

Best True-Blue Community Partner
Girls on the Run of the Greater Chesapeake

Best True-Blue Friends
LeQuin Sumpter Jr. and Ryan Ayd, Grade 3 scholars, Stephanie Stefanik’s class, Rossville Elementary
School

Best True-Blue Story
Paul Steinert, a McDaniel College student, now serving as a student teacher with Valerie Gorlin
Tarbell, his former Grade 3 teacher (A Face of the Week blog post further explores this story.)

Best Use of Blue in a Classroom Lesson
Kindergarten students in Stephenie Henricks’ class at Rossville Elementary School learning the letter
IIBII

Most Fun Classroom Photo
Rebecca Strumsky’s class, Grade 1, Vincent Farm Elementary School



https://twitter.com/HJFranklin1007/status/1745420624615370918
https://twitter.com/fritzarama/status/1745767541073432674/photo/1
https://twitter.com/MrPearsell/status/1745612742344454156/photo/1
https://twitter.com/GaryBraham1/status/1745450112355291576
https://twitter.com/WestTowsonES/status/1745613850848677979
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bcps/53459432059/in/album-72177720313994554/
https://twitter.com/Gorkiewicz_SEL/status/1745411512313741500
https://twitter.com/adfales/status/1745552003399393435
https://twitter.com/MrsShanksDMS/status/1745417257558176005
https://twitter.com/FFFCUofMD/status/1745437955294937226
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bcps/53458291019/in/album-72177720313994554/
https://twitter.com/MrsStefanik/status/1745477962139349233
https://twitter.com/gt_valerie/status/1745497188170428643
https://twitter.com/gt_valerie/status/1745497188170428643
https://teambcps.exposure.co/face-of-the-week-paul-steinert-student-teaching-intern
https://twitter.com/MrsMagillBCPS/status/1745459748701647329
https://twitter.com/MrsStrumsky/status/1745558471431393733

Most Fun Office Photo
Kellie Price, staff development teacher, Sandalwood Elementary School and LaJuan Johnson, specialist,
Office of Title |

Youngest Team BCPS Day Participants
The Preschool-3 class of Jodi Postol, The Chatsworth School

Team BCPS Day, a celebration of the schools, students, and staff of BCPS, takes place each year on the
second Thursday in January. View a round-up of this year’s photos in the Team BCPS Day 2024 Flickr
album.

##H#

Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 22nd largest school system, engages and empowers its
talented students, teachers, staff, and stakeholders and strives to build an innovative and collaborative
learning community where all students excel and reach their highest potential.

Engage. Empower. Excel.


https://twitter.com/kellprice14/status/1745518208411439602
https://twitter.com/kellprice14/status/1745518208411439602
https://twitter.com/Postol4PreK_TCS/status/1745466757739864548
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bcps/albums/72177720313994554/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bcps/albums/72177720313994554/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/SxShfzFMKo1DWTXpu8Up9Q%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRnWfL4P0QUaHR0cDovL3d3dy5iY3BzLm9yZy9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmVzeL94ZR9mrN9SEW9vbmlqYWxhQGJjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB

